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Urbana: Krieger Pub. Co. John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 2006. 582 pp. ISBN: 978-0-470-08652-8. US $62.00. Paper. $40.00. Available through the Pennsylvania State University Libraries, various area bookstores, and on the Internet at Originally published in the Journal of the American Medical Association: 244 (1999): 1773-1778 When *Journal of the American Medical Association* first published its
special symposium "Dermatology: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow," it contained the following preface: "The symposium on Dermatology: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow is a tribute to the dermatologist who has played a leading role in the lives of the public and their physicians. Without his constant efforts, physicians would never have heard of dermatology and the public would be left to suffer
from maladies of the skin without treatment." In 1999, we can hope that dermatologists have lost no time in taking up the challenge of contributing to the welfare of our patients, and that we will soon look back on the articles in this symposium with pride and satisfaction. Introduction {#s01} ============ Dermatology has made an important contribution to the field of medicine, with numerous
important advances having been made in the understanding of the basic mechanisms of human disease, in therapeutic approaches to treat disease, and in preventive strategies to decrease morbidity and mortality. Over the past 5 years, the field has also produced some of its best-selling books: G. Samman's *Principles and Practice of Dermatology*, which in its third edition became the third best-selling
book in dermatology, was originally a supplement in *Journal of the American Medical Association*; as was T. Budgell's *A Pocket Dermatology*, published in the same journal. J. Scheerer's *Dermatology in General Practice* has also been a best-seller in that field. How has the field of dermatology fared during the past 5 years? Not only have new books become available, but a few older ones have
been reprinted, and numerous excellent reviews have appeared. The Journal *Dermatology* and *Journal of the American Academy of Dermatology* have published new issues twice a year, and they continue to be a valuable source of current articles in all areas of dermatology. So, the question f3e1b3768c
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